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Content Areas and Grade
Level:
Lesson Objectives:

2nd Grade English Language Arts and Social Studies

Florida Standards:

Assessment:

● The student will be able to retell a text using story elements (characters,
setting, beginning, middle and end) to enhance comprehension.
● The student will be able to identify ways people can make positive
contributions in their community through kindness.
● ELA.2.R.2.3: Retell a text to enhance comprehension.
○ Use main story elements in a logical sequence for a literary text.
○ Use the central idea and relevant details for an informational text.
● SS.2.C.2.4: Identify ways citizens can make a positive contribution in their
community.
● Teacher observation
● Partner/group discussion
● Jigsaw worksheet

Motivating Activity &
Prior to this lesson, students will have already been introduced to story elements.
Anticipatory Set/Access Prior
Knowledge:
● The teacher will ask students if they know what deaf means and what they
● UDL = Universal
know about deaf people or animals. (UDL 3.1: Activate or supply background
Design for Learning
knowledge) (ESOL 4: Link lesson topic to students’ prior knowledge)
○ “Students, before we begin our lesson, I want to see what you know.
● ESOL = English for
Does anyone know what deaf means?”
Speakers of Other
Languages
■ Possible answers:
● When you’re deaf, it means that you can’t hear.
○ “What do you know about deaf people? Can animals be deaf? Think
about your answer then share with a partner.”
■ Possible answers:

●
●
●

●

● Some people are born deaf, other times it happens later
in life
● There are people who aren’t deaf completely and are
hard-of-hearing (may be able to hear out of one ear)
● Animals that can be deaf or have limited hearing such
as: naked mole rats, dogs, cats, albino animals,
octopuses, and squids
The students will turn and talk with a partner and the teacher will observe
responses.
Students will then share their responses whole group.
The teacher will then share with students what it means to be deaf. They will
also discuss with students some tools that deaf people may use that helps
them in their daily lives.
○ “When someone is deaf, it means that they cannot hear well or at all.
Millions of people are born this way and for others, it may happen
when they become adults. This is called “deafened”. Deafness and
hearing loss can also happen as people and animals begin to age. To
communicate with hearing people, deaf people use many tools. They
can:
■ use sign language which uses gestures and hand/arm signs to
communicate. In America, deaf people use American Sign
Language, or ASL. Many schools offer classes/clubs where
hearing people can learn ASL. [Emphasize that sign language is
not universal and that deaf people in different countries have
developed their own sign languages.]
■ use hearing aids (which we’ll see in our story later on!) which
are small electronic devices used to improve hearing.
■ use captioning and subtitles. You might have seen these when
you’re watching a tv show or a movie. Captioning is the text at
the bottom of the screen that lets deaf people know what is
being said. Many platforms now have options where you can
turn them on or off.
The teacher will also remind students about how to retell a story using the
retelling hand. (UDL 3.3: Guide information processing and visualization;
ESOL 17: Provide contextual support through audio visuals, models,
demonstrations, realia, body language and facial expressions)
○ “Students, remember that in order to retell a story, we need to think
about a couple elements. The retelling hand tells us how to do that: our
thumb represents characters, our pointer finger represents setting, our
middle finger represents the beginning, our ring finger represents the
middle and our pinky represents the end.”

Procedures:

Closure:

The teacher will then transition into the lesson after the discussion.
● The teacher will introduce the book to be read aloud, Dachy’s Deaf by Jack
Hughes, to students, beginning with analyzing the book’s cover.
○ “Boys and girls, before we read I want you to look at the cover and the
title.
■ “Who is Dachy? Do you notice one of the tools we talked about
that helps deaf people hear?”
● The teacher will set a purpose for listening by telling students to think about
story elements and the retelling hand to prepare them to retell the story at
the end. Students will also use the retelling hand visual to aid in
comprehension.
● The teacher will then read Dachy’s Deaf to students, being sure to pause for
connections. (ESOL 14: Simplify your speech by making it slower and
redundant.)
○ Page 3: The teacher will emphasize that hearing aids can be turned off
and on and that we see Dachy sometimes turns it off for some peace
and quiet.
○ Page 6: The teacher will pause to ask students to predict what they
think is going to happen next. Additionally, the teacher will ask
students what they would tell Dachy’s friends to do to show respect to
Dachy.
○ Page 15: The teacher will pause to ask students how they think Rex is
going to help save Dachy.
○ Page 23: The teacher will pause to ask students how they would show
kindness to Dachy if they were his friends.
○ Page 26: The teacher will ask students what sounds they would hear in
a forest.
● After reading, the teacher will ask students if they were glad that Dachy had
friends to look after and help him and how important it is to care for the
people around us. (UDL 7.1: Optimize relevance, value and authenticity.)
○ “Wow, that book was a wild ride! Aren’t you glad that Dachy had nice
friends that cared about him and looked after him? “How do you think
Dachy was feeling at the end of the story? What about his friends?”
○ “It’s very important that we show kindness and respect to people that
are different from us. When we show kindness to people who are
different from us, we are making a positive impact on the people in our
community. Now, I’d like you to think of some ways you can show
kindness to deaf people and animals in our community. You will then
talk to a partner about what you came up with and then we will share
as a group. Remember those ideas you came up with because you will
need them later!”

● After the discussion, the teacher will then reintroduce the retelling hand and
briefly go over the story elements: identifying the characters, setting, and the
events that took place in the beginning, middle and end of the story. (ESOL 15:
Reinforce the key ideas you present again.)
● The teacher will then tell students that they will be participating in a retelling
jigsaw activity. (UDL 8.3: Foster collaboration and community.) (ESOL 2:
Promote cooperation.)
○ The teacher will explain that soon they will be split up into groups of
five. In each group, a student will have a number that corresponds to
the story element they are responsible for. Then they will break off into
groups with the people who have their number and they will work
together to fill out the information.
○ The teacher will monitor student progress and determine whether or
not more time is needed. When the time is over, students will then
return to their original groups and take turns sharing what they
learned.
○ The teacher will give the students the opportunity to fill in their jigsaw
worksheets and discuss with their group any interesting things that
were talked about.
○ Students will then have the opportunity to share what they have come
up with.
○ The teacher will review with students what it means to be deaf, why it
is important to be kind and how it helps people in our community.

Materials:

● To close, students will create kindness postcards. They will have the
opportunity to create postcards with kind words and messages for school staff
to be distributed the next day.
● Dachy’s Deaf by Jack Hughes
● Jigsaw Worksheet
● Timer
Note: Assessment and closure do not necessarily have to be separate activities, but they must
meet guidelines above

Jigsaw Worksheet

Retelling Hand

